
 

Report to Aberystwyth Ramblers by the Footpath Working Party 

 

The Working Party has been active on 36 days during the past 12 months with a total of some 650 hours being given 

by the volunteers.   The effort has included work on 12 Bridges, 30 Pedestrian Gates, 15 Field Gates, 4 Stiles, 17 

Waymarker Posts, 7 Path Surface improvements, constructing Steps or Fences on 6 occasions and Pioneering 

Clearance of 15 paths.  The number of days is up from 29 last year though the total number of hours has not risen, 

reflecting the changing nature of work that is now directed towards essential maintenance. There are no longer the 

large projects requiring many volunteers simultaneously at adjacent sites.   Much effort is now channelled towards 

replacing decaying stiles with metal self-closing gates and steel bearers have been used to replace rotting timbers on 

two footbridges.    

 

Since February most of our work has been supervised by Gareth Owen, following his appointment as Council Ranger 

for the north of the County, though occasionally we have been called to assist Nigel Nicholas on maintenance of the 

Coast Path and the Lampeter team under Haydn Lewis.   

    

Rita Slade from our Working Party continues to provide regular voluntary help in the Council Rights of Way Office. 

She has spent one day a week assisting with transfer of all the information that is held about our footpath network 

on to the digital Countryside Access Management (CAMS) system, so that it is now much easier for the Rights of Way 

Staff to follow up queries and resolve problems.   

 

It is also good to report that Ceredigion Council Adopt a Path Scheme is proving very successful, with more than 50 

people now signed up to walk a few of their local paths on a regular basis, report problems and do some light 

clearance of vegetation if they are able.  Jill Lowry who runs the scheme would be pleased to welcome and train 

anyone able to give a few hours a month to this very worthwhile project. 

 

A significant happening for the Working Party was the award of a grant of £2000 from the Ramblers Tools for Teams 

Scheme for the purchase of a trailer to carry tools and materials.  The trailer was formally handed over into the care 

of Ceredigion Council by Chris Hodgson, in his role as Chair of Ramblers Cymru, at a ceremony in September. Having 

a second trailer based in the north of the county has already made a difference to the flexibility with which the 

Working Party can be used.   

 

Roger Fisher has now included a table giving details of the work done so far this year on our Website in a way that 

enables more regular updating.  In addition, in response to a request from The Ramblers national organisation we 

have been adding information about our activities to their Path Successes database.   

 

Many people will have seen that the Ceredigion Rights of Volunteers have merited mention in recent issues of the 

Walk magazine. In addition, a short report on one of our joint ventures with the Lampeter group at Penuwch has 

been chosen for inclusion in the Path Success section of the next magazine, helping promote walking in our area. 

 

Our group have also put in many hours of additional ‘extra-curricular’ activity, working in Parc Natur Penglais under 

the supervision of local contractor Peter Drake.  Some £6000, raised by the PNP Support Group from various sources, 

has been use to improve a number of paths in the Parc, including the right of way that provides the main access from 

the town into Aberystwyth’s  bluebell wood.     
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